JOHN    EVELYN
To Jeremy Taylor, who had In the previous
summer christened the youngest child In the drawing-
room of Sayes Court,, Evelyn sent the news of Ms
double bereavement. The letter of condolence he
received in reply has in It a rather magnificent
austerity and warning of over-Indulgence in woe, of
which very probably Evelyn saw the wisdom.
"I account myself to have a great cause for
sorrow, not only in the diminution of the numbers of
your joys and hopes, but in the loss of that pretty
person., your strangely hopeful boy. I cannot tell all
my own sorrows without adding to yours; and the
causes of my real sadness In your loss arc so just and so
reasonable that I can no otherwise comfort you, but
by telling you that you have very great cause to
mourn . . . Remember, sir, your two boys are two
bright stars, and their Innocence Is secured, and you
shall never hear evil of them again. Their state Is
safe, and heaven Is given, to them upon very easy
terms; nothing but to be born and die. It will cost
you more trouble to get where they arc; and amongst
other things one of the hardnesses will be, that you
must overcome even this just and reasonable grief;
and, Indeed, though the grief hath but too reasonable
a cause, yet it Is much more reasonable that you
master it. For besides that they are no losers, but you
are the person that complains, do but consider what
you would have suffered for their Interests; you
would have suffered them to go from ypny to be great
Princes in a strange country; and if you can be
content to suffer your own, inconvenience for their
interests, you commend your worthiest love, and the
question of mourning is at an end. You have now an
opportunity of serving God by passive graces; strive
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